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N Introduction

Keywords: Recent studies on federalism indicate that this system functions not only as an
Federalism, Governance institutional mechanism for the distribution of power, but also as a framework for
Model, Geopolitics, safeguarding minority rights, enhancing political participation, and improving
National Capacity, governmental fficiency. The tridimensional federalism model, which introduces a
Sustainable Development third institutional pillar into federal structures, seeks to provide a comprehensive
Iran. explanation of the complex interactions between central governments and federal

units. This model is ptcularly significant in societies characterized by high

cultural and political diversity, as it offers mechanisms for conflict management and

the reduction of regional tensiongnterdisciplinary approaches drawing on

cognitive science and factor analysis have enabled a more refined examination of
HOLWHVY PHQWDO IUDPHZRUNY 7KHVH DSSURDFKHV
analyses to explore beliefs, attitudes, and cognitivenpatirelated to federalism,

and to assess their influence on mdereel poicymaking. Their importance is
heightened in political contexts where decisions are strongly shaped by cognitive,
cultural, and perceptual factorShe present study aims to identify and analyze
natonsd OHYHO HOLWHVY FRJQLWLYH SDWWHUQV UHJDI
Principal Component Analysis and the Kaigguttman criterion, three dominant

cognitive patterns were extracted, jointly explainmgre than 79% of the total

variance. By adopting this perspective, the study addresses existing gaps in the
federalism literature, offers new insights for future research on -feudl

governance and local administration, and provides practical guidance for
policymakers seeking to design balanced and efficient governance systems.

Methodology
This applied study employs a descriptimaalytical design to examine the
LPSOLFDWLRQV RI ITHGHUDO JRYHUQDQFH IRU ,UDC
Q-methodology. This method was selected for its capacity to systematically identify
DQG DQDO\]H meptdities a XiBvipairtts, particularly those of elites and
experts. @methodology integrates qualitative and quantitative techniques and,
. unlike conventional variableentered approaches, focuses on individuals and their
Revised subjective cognitive patternBarticipants were selected through purposive sampling
19Aug/20%5  pased on their direct relevance to the research topic, resulting in a relatively small
yet informationrich sample. Qmethodology is widely used in political and social
Accepted: research where the analysis of @ex and multifaceted elite perspectives is
21/0c202%  essential, as it enables the identification of latent cognitive patterns and attitudes
. _J toward broad and abstract concepts such as federalism and geopolitics.
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