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Introduction

The interconnection between human rights and environmental rights has long been
a matter of concern, and in the current situation—where environmental conditions
are deteriorating due to climate change—no one can claim that these two issues are
separate. As reflected in international environmental instruments, such as the 1972
Stockholm Declaration and the 1992 Rio Declaration, both documents emphasize
that the environment belongs to humankind, and any harm to it directly affects
humanity and its inherent rights. Since the most fundamental human right is the
right to life, any issue that threatens this right inevitably endangers life itself, while
any program that promotes and strengthens the environment also serves to promote
and strengthen human rights. Therefore, these two domains are inseparable
(Mashhadi & Hamedi, 2022, p.161). Climate changgpnow recognized as one of the
most significant threats to global security, has, direct éffects onghealth, natural
resources, and quality of life, which in turn thteatens the right'to life on this planet
(Kravnchko, 2009, p.237). In the Anthropocene era—aytime'when ltman activities
have had unprecedented impacts on the Earth’s natural systgms—transparency in
environmental information plays a decisive roleyin preventing misleading policies
such as greenwashing. Greenwashing, which manifests in the form of false
advertising or selective disclosure ofinformation’by corporations and governments,
not only misleads public opinion but also obstructs the realization of effective
climate policies (Bachelet, 2021, p.6). The Aarhus Convention (1998), as one of
the most important international irstgiments, recognizes free access to
environmental information as a fuhdamental right of citizens and obliges
governments to publish deeurate and disaggregated data concerning pollution, the
impacts of development projects, and the\quality of natural resources (Aarhus,
1998, p.5). However, the,implementation’of these commitments continues to face
numerous challénges;\ including the lack of independent monitoring, inter-
institutional conflicts, of “interest, and structural weaknesses in environmental
reporting systems. Efom a theoretical perspective, three fundamental approaches
can be considered in"analyzing states’ commitments to information transparency:
The Information Transparency Theory: which views the publication of reliable data
as a bartieragainst data manipulation and misleading propaganda (OECD, 2024,
p8). The Climate Justice Theory: which argues that a lack of transparency in
envirgnmental data increases the vulnerability of marginalized communities and
exacerbates climate inequalities (IPCC, 2019). The Institutional Oversight
Approach: which examines the role of international organizations and domestic
institutions in obliging governments and corporations to disclose accurate
information, thereby enhancing public oversight and preventing the distortion of
environmental data (Lashettiu, 2021, p.185). Ultimately, ensuring the right of
access to environmental information through institutional oversight not only

strengthens public trust but also serves as a vital tool to combat greenwashing at both the national and international
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The present research seeks to examine, based on the evident linkage between human rights and environmental rights,
the obligations of states in the Anthropocene era regarding the right to disseminate information and to disclose the
extent of pollution resulting from economic activities. Employing a descriptive—analytical method, this study relies on
library research and the collection of relevant data concerning states’ obligations to provide information necessary for
controlling the consequences of pollution and preventing greenwashing. The gathered data are subsequently analyzed,
and the results are applied in order to contribute to the realization of this right.
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The findings of this study indicate that a lack of transparency has contributed to increasing climate inequalities and
misleading consumers. Many companies, without genuine commitment to reducing environmental impacts or curbing
harmful pollution, project a sustainable image of themselves. In Iran as well, weak information infrastructure, the
absence of binding standards, and the lack of independent monitoring have diminished transparency in the disclosure
of climate-related data. The failure to implement environmental transparency laws, coupled with the non-disclosure of
accurate data on pollution levels and the effects of industrial development, has facilitated the rise of institutional
greenwashing. The results emphasize that combating greenwashing requires public oversight, civil society
participation, and stronger legal mechanisms to compel governments and corporations to disclose accurate information.
In Iran, reforming laws related to free access to environmental information and developing national reporting systems
are considered key tools for achieving climate justice.

Discussion and Conclusion
The results of this research demonstrate that the right of access to information,%as at%fundamental principle of
environmental justice, must be institutionalized within public policies of stateshin order,to séfwe as a practical and
effective tool in combating greenwashing and enhancing the accountability of \governments and corporations. This
right should not only be recognized in national constitutions as a fundamental citizensmp right, but must also be
embedded within trade laws, advertising regulations, and environmental legislation to prevent the misuse of
information and the dissemination of misleading data.

In particular, in the field of environmental advertising and marketing, the establishment of strict regulations is essential
to curb false claims. Companies should be required to provide precise and scientific information about the
environmental impacts of their products and services, and infeases of selective or misleading disclosure, they should
face appropriate legal and financial sanctions. Within trade law and the\green economy framework, specific
requirements for transparency in environmental reporting==both financials@nd operational—must be established to
enable consumers and investors to make more inforimed decisions. Oversight bodies such as the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission (SEC), the United Nations Environment Programmed (UNEP), and the European Union’s anti-
fraud agencies can play a significant role in reducing institutional greenwashing and strengthening governmental
accountability by developing international standards, monitoringe€ompliance with climate commitments, and obliging
companies to disclose accurateenvironmental infermation. Therefore, guaranteeing the right of access to information
must be defined as binding andyenforceablesin both national and international policymaking. The use of legal
instruments such as the Aarhus,Convention, regulatory guidelines, and transparency frameworks can contribute to
institutionalizing this right, Moreoyer\international cooperation and the application of modern technologies—
including artificiabintelligencetand open databases—can play an important role in improving the quality of information
access and strengthening public ove&ight. States should establish comprehensive and binding legislation, independent
supervisoryhinstitutions, and ‘digital platforms for the disclosure of environmental information, thereby ensuring the
effective implementation of the right of access to information and preventing information misuse and greenwashing
in environmental pelicigs.
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"Countries' Commitment to the Right to Access Information in the
Anthropocene Era: Preventing Greenwashing"

Abstract

As global concerns over climate change and its impact on ecosystems intensify the need for
transparent and accurate environmental information has become increasingly vital Greenwashing
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the practice of misleading consumers regarding adherence to environmental standards has emerged
as a significant challenge in climate policy undermining public trust and weakening consumer rights
.This study aims to analyze the role of access to environmental information in combating
greenwashing assess the commitment of governments and corporations to transparency and examine
effective regulatory and legal oversight mechanisms The research methodology is based on a
descriptive analytical approach reviewing international legal frameworks environmental standards
and consumer rights principles .Findings indicate that a lack of transparency exacerbates climate
inequalities and misleads consumers Many corporations portray a sustainable image without genuine
commitment to mitigating environmental impacts In Iran weak informational infrastructure the
absence of binding disclosure standards and insufficient independent oversight have led to a lack of
transparency in climate related data The failure to enforce environmental transparencylaws coupled
with the . non disclosure of pollution levels and industrial impact asseSSmentsghas fostered
institutional greenwashing practices .The study underscores that combating greenwawing requires
public oversight civil society engagement and robust legal frameworksto compel'governments and
corporations to disclose accurate environmental data In Iran reforming “Jaws on access to
environmental information and developing national reporting mechanisms are.fundamental tools for
ensuring climate justice \

Keywords: right to access environmental information, greenwashing, climate change, transparency,
human rights, international legal frameworks, environmental governance



