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Abstract

Introduction: Studies in the field of government decentralization are not so rare, and many articles
can be found in this field both domestically and internationally;*But the research gap is that so far
not much effort has been made to establish the relationship between government decentralization and
sustainable development. This is especially evident in,domestic research, so that as,far as the authors
of this article have searched, not many articles have been published in the field of the relationship
between decentralization and sustainable development (among-the few, researches that have been
carried out, we can refer to the research af Obedeh and Mousavi in'2009 Cited). ©n the other hand,
a large part of sustainability literature has focused only onithree environmeftal, economic and social
aspects, and the role of government policiesiyand especially, decentralization in the realization of
sustainable development has been less than whatyis necessary. Fhe current research was conducted
with the aim of identifying and ranking the factors ofigovernment de&qtralization in order to achieve
sustainable development.

Methodology: Considering that the matn,purpose ofithis research is to identify and rank the factors
of government decentralization in order to achieve sustainable development, so it can be said that the
current research is in the field of applied research. On the other hand, the current research is a non-
experimental descriptive research based onits nature\gd method. The examined community consists
of experts who are managers and experts in the/field of public administration, including 16 university
professors and 9 managers of goverament organizations. Non-random purposeful sampling was done
with snowball technigue.“In this research, an expert questionnaire was used to collect the research
data, which was set based“en the “9<hour spectrum. In order to evaluate the reliability, the
inconsistency rate was calculatedhand to evaluate the validity, the Laushe coefficient was calculated.
The prioritization of‘the factors has been done using the hierarchical analysis process. In order to
datermine thespriority of the citeria of this research, the technique of multi-criteria decision making
models and hierarchical analysisprocess was used.

Findings: Based on the resths, it is clear that the index of monitoring local conditions with a weight
of 0.192 isthe first\priority. The index of attracting local funds with a weight of 0.084 is in the second
priority. The tadex of financing by the government with a weight of 0.075 is in the third priority. The
index of determini?g goals based on the principles of sustainability with a weight of 0.075 is in the
fourth priorityaThe index of alignment of sustainability goals with the needs of the local community
with a weight 0f0.073 is in the fifth priority. The index of trust in local managers with a weight of
0.065 is in the sixth priority. The budgeting index based on sustainability goals with a weight of
0.063 is ranked seventh. The index of commitment to accountability with a weight of 0.054 is in the
eighth priority. The'index of increasing the authority of local institutions with a weight of 0.049 is in
the ninth priority. The education index of local managers with a weight of 0.049 is in the tenth
priority.

Discuss and Conclusion: The targeting criterion according to local conditions with a normalized
weight of 0.339 has the highest priority. One of the most important components in the field of
government decentralization is that the relevant goals and policies are made according to the
conditions of the region. In other words, a single instruction cannot be used to delegate authority to
managers in different regions of a country. The experience of the leading countries in the field of
decentralization also shows that in these countries, by monitoring the local and regional conditions,
the powers and resources given to local governments (e.g. governorates, districts, etc.) are
determined. In confirmation of this finding, Ishrodoost (1400) has also mentioned the lack of regional



targeting as one of the challenges of decentralization in the country. In the comprehensive study
conducted by Fua (2022) regarding the decentralization process in Russia, this researcher has also
pointed out the importance of targeting according to regional conditions. The criterion of financial
considerations with a weight of 0.222 is in the second priority. In explaining the result, it should be
mentioned that the financial relationship between the government and local governments is one of
the main sources of income for local governments all over the world, and this financial relationship
in Iran is due to the lack of financial and income resources of local governments. It is important.
Today, the foundation of government governance should be understood with the components of good
governance in order to overcome problems such as insufficient resources and the ability of the central
government to respond to the people, increase in costs and decrease in productivity, inefficiency of
administrative and executive systems. It seems that only in this way will the economic foundations
of a healthy city with stable sources of income be laid. Thevebtained result is consistent with the
findings of Zarkhani et al. (2018) and Mohammadi (2008). The measure of Sustainability capacity
building at the local level with a normal weight of 0.20% is in,the third priority. €apacity building for
sustainability at the local level as an approach to empowering, social institutions, the capacity of
neighborhood communities is a systematic approach based on, the timing#scale that includes
leadership, social territory, individual aetivities, organizationaliand institutional’changes to establish
the well-being of individuals, organizations,and local communities. to &QThe issue of capacity
building is very important, especially in relation,to decentralization.In confirmation of the obtained
result, DeCorby et al. (2018) previously introduced,local capacitysbdilding as the main precondition
for delegation of powers from the central governmentyto the regional'governments. Also, Choi et al.
(2019) have pointed out the importance,of local capacitysbuilding in the realization of decentralized
governance, referring to the policies of the,United Nations‘in developing countries. The criterion of
transparency and reporting with a normal weight of 0.134 is in the fourth priority. Accountability
and healing are a prerequisite for improving the p{iormance of local governments. Systematic
collection, analysis,and reporting of information are'eritical elements of decentralization programs
because this information can be used to verify compliance with policy goals, to analyze alternative
outcomes, and to guideyfuture decisions. The obtained result is consistent with the findings of
Zuidervik et al. (2021)and Lin et al. (2018). The human resource performance criterion with a normal
weight of 0.097 has_the lowestypriority.“In today's world, the human resources unit has become one
of the most influentialPunitsiin various organizations, especially government organizations. Because
it deals with-the management of the\main capital of every organization, i.e. the human force, and it
canycreate a sustainable competitive advantage for the organization. Chigbo (2021) also showed that
human,resource competengies-are one of the main components of government decentralization. In
the sameiway, Rashidiet al-¢1400) have also pointed out the high importance of human resources in
the study ofifactorsiaffecting administrative decentralization in Iran.
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